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Introduction 


The following short book discusses some Gates of the Devil which he 
enters in order to misguide people. 


Implementing the lessons discussed will aid a Muslim to Achieve Noble 
Character. According to the Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 
2003, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 
has advised that the heaviest thing in the Scales of Judgment Day will 
be Noble Character. It is one of qualities of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, which Allah, the Exalted, 
complimented in Chapter 68 Al Qalam, Verse 4 of the Holy Quran: 


“And indeed, you are of a great moral character.” 


Therefore, it is a duty on all Muslims to gain and act on the teachings of 
the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 
peace and blessings be upon him, in order to Achieve Noble Character. 


Gates of the Devil 


Anger 


In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6116, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised a person not to 
get angry. 


In reality, this Hadith does not mean a person should never get angry as 
anger is an innate characteristic which is even found in the Holy 
Prophets, peace be upon them. In fact, in some rare cases anger can be 
useful for example, in self-defence. This Hadith actually means that a 
person should control their anger so it does not lead them to sins. In 
addition, this Hadith shows that anger can lead to many evils and 
controlling it leads to much good. 


Firstly, this advice is a command to adopt all the good characteristics 
which will encourage one to control their anger, such as patience. This 
Hadith also indicates that a person should not act according to their 
anger. Instead, they should struggle with themself in order to control it so 
that it does not lead them to sins. Controlling anger for the sake of Allah, 
the Exalted, is a great deed and leads to divine love. Chapter 3 Alee 
Imran, verse 134: 


“...who restrain anger and who pardon the people - and Allah loves the 
doers of good.” 


There are many teachings within Islam which encourage muslims to 
control their anger. For example, as anger is linked to and inspired by 
the Devil a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 3282, advises that an 
angry person should seek refuge in Allah, the Exalted, from the Devil. 


An angered Muslim has been advised in a Hadith found in Jami At 
Tirmidhi, number 2191, to cling to the ground. This could mean that they 
should prostrate on the Earth until they calm down. In fact, the more one 
takes an inactive body position the less chance they will lash out in 
anger. This has been indicated in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, 
number 4782. Acting on this advice allows one to imprison their anger 
within themself until it passes so that it does not negatively affect others. 


A Muslim who is angered should follow the advice given in the Hadith 
found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4784. The Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised the angry 
muslim to perform ablution. This is because water counters the innate 
characteristic of anger namely, heat. If one then offers prayer this would 
help them control their anger further and lead to a great reward. 


The advice discussed so far helps an angry muslim to control their 
physical actions. In order to control one's speech it is best to refrain from 
speaking when angered. Unfortunately, words can often have more of a 
lasting effect on others than physical actions. Countless relationships 


have been fractured and broken because of words spoken in anger. This 
behaviour often leads to other sins and crimes as well. It is important for 
a muslim to note the Hadith found in Sunan lbn Majah, number 3970, 
which warns that it only takes a single evil word to cause a person to 
plunge into Hell on Judgement Day. 


Controlling anger is a great virtue and the one who masters this has 
been described by the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings 
be upon him, as a strong person in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, 
number 6114. In fact, the one who swallows their anger for the sake of 
Allah, the Exalted, meaning, they do not commit a sin because of their 
anger, will have their heart filled with peace and true faith. This has been 
advised in a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4778. This is a 
characteristic of the sound heart which is mentioned in the Holy Quran. It 
is the only heart which will be granted safety on the Day of Judgment. 
Chapter 26 Ash Shu’ara, verses 88 and 89: 


“The Day when there will not benefit [anyone] wealth or children. But 
only one who comes to Allah with a sound heart." 


As mentioned earlier, anger within limits can be useful. It should be used 
for repelling harm to one's self, faith and possessions which if done 
correctly, according to the teachings of Islam, is counted as anger for the 
sake of Allah, the Exalted. This was the state of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, who was never angered 
for the sake of his own desires. He only became angry for the sake of 
Allah, the Exalted, which is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, 
number 6050. The character of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace 
and blessings be upon him, was the Holy Quran, which has been 


advised in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 1739. This means he 
would be pleased with what it was pleased with and angered with what it 
was angered with. 


It is important to note, that becoming angered only for the sake of Allah, 
the Exalted, is praiseworthy but if this anger causes one to exceed the 
limits then it becomes blameworthy. It is absolutely vital for one to 
control their anger according to the teachings of Islam even when they 
are angered for the sake of Allah, the Exalted. A Hadith found in Sunan 
Abu Dawud, number 4901, warns of a worshipper who angrily claimed 
Allah, the Exalted, would not forgive a specific sinful person. As a result 
this worshipper will be sent to Hell while the sinner will be forgiven on 
Judgment Day. 


The origins of evil consist of four things: failing to control one’s desire, 
fear, evil appetites and anger. Therefore, the one who accepts the 
advice of this Hadith will remove a quarter of evil from their character 
and life. 


To conclude, it is vital for muslims to control their anger so it does not 
cause them to act or speak in a way which will lead them to a great 
regret in both this world and the next. 


Worldly Desires 


In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 2886, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, criticized the slaves of 
wealth and fine clothing. These people are pleased when they receive 
these things and become displeased when they do not. 


In reality, this applies to all non-essential worldly things. This criticism is 
not directed at those who strive in the material world in order to fulfill 
their needs and the needs of their dependents as this is a part of 
obeying Allah, the Exalted. But it is directed at those who either pursue 
the unlawful in order to obtain wealth and other worldly things in order to 
satisfy their desires and the desires of others. And it is directed at those 
who pursue non-essential lawful things in such a way that it causes them 
to neglect obeying Allah, the Exalted, correctly. This obedience involves 
fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and facing 
destiny with patience according to the traditions of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. This prevents them from 
preparing adequately for the hereafter and their final judgment. 


In addition, this criticism is for those who are impatient when they do not 
obtain their unnecessary desires in this world. This attitude can cause a 
muslim to obey Allah, the Exalted, on the edge. Meaning, they obey Him 
when they obtain their desires but when they do not they angrily turn 
away from His obedience. The Holy Quran has warned of a severe loss 
in both worlds for the one who adopts this attitude. Chapter 22 Al Hajj, 
verse 11: 


“And of the people is he who worships Allah on an edge. If he is touched 
by good, he is reassured by it; but if he is struck by trial, he turns on his 
face [to unbelief]. He has lost [this] world and the Hereafter. That is what 
is the manifest loss.” 


Muslims should instead learn to be patient and content with what they 
possess as this is true richness according to a Hadith found in Sahih 
Muslim, number 2420. In reality, the person full of desires is needy 
meaning, poor even if they possess much wealth. A muslim should know 
Allah, the Exalted, grants people what is best for them and not according 
to their desires as this in most cases would lead to their destruction. 
Chapter 42 Ash Shuraa, verse 27: 


“And if Allah had extended [excessively] provision for His servants, they 
would have committed tyranny throughout the earth. But He sends [it] 
down in an amount which He wills. Indeed He is, of His servants, Aware 
and Seeing.” 


Worldly Desires - 2 


In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2376, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that craving for 
wealth and status is more destructive to one's faith than the destruction 
caused by two hungry wolves which are set free on a herd of sheep. 


This shows that hardly any of a muslim’s faith remains secure if they 
crave after wealth and fame in this world just as hardly any of the sheep 
will be saved from two hungry wolves. So this great similitude contains a 
severe warning against the evil of craving after excess wealth and social 
status in the world. 


The first type of craving for wealth is when one has extreme love for 
wealth and strives without fatigue to acquire it through lawful means. To 
behave in such a manner is not the sign of wise person as a muslim 
should firmly believe their provision is guaranteed to them and this 
allotment can never change. In fact, the provision of the creation was 
allocated over fifty thousand years before the creation of the Heavens 
and the Earth. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, 
number 6748. This person will undoubtedly neglect their duties as they 
are too preoccupied with obtaining wealth. A body which is too busy 
acquiring wealth will never prepare adequately for the hereafter. In fact, 
this person will dedicate so much effort to acquiring wealth that they may 
not even get a chance to enjoy it. Instead, they will depart this world and 
leave it behind for other people to enjoy even though they will be held 
accountable for it. This person may acquire wealth lawfully but they will 
still not find peace of mind as no matter how much they obtain they will 


only desire more. This person is needy and therefore, a real pauper 
even if they possess much wealth. 


The only craving which is beneficial is craving for accumulating true 
wealth namely, righteous deeds in order to prepare for one's day of 
return. 


The second type of craving for wealth is similar to the first type but in 
addition to it this type of person acquires wealth through unlawful means 
and fails to fulfil the rights of people, such as the obligatory charity. The 
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has 
warned against this in many Hadiths. For example, in a Hadith found in 
Sahih Muslim, number 6576, he warned that this attitude destroyed the 
past nations as they made unlawful things lawful, withheld the rights of 
others and killed others for the sake of excess wealth. This person 
strives for the wealth they are not entitled to which leads to countless 
major sins. When one adopts this attitude they become intensely greedy. 
As warned by the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 
upon him, in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1961, the 
greedy person is far from Allah, the Exalted, far from Paradise, far from 
people and close to Hell. In fact, a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, 
number 3114, warns that extreme greed and true faith will never 
combine in the heart of a true muslim. 


If a muslim adopts this type of craving then the extreme danger of it is 
clear even to an uneducated muslim. It will destroy their faith until 
nothing except a little remains just like the main Hadith under discussion 
warns that this destruction to one’s faith is more severe than the 
destruction caused by two hungry wolves which are let loose on a herd 


of sheep. This muslim risks losing the little faith they possess at the 
moment of their death, which is the greatest loss. A person's craving for 
fame and status is arguably more destructive to one's faith than craving 
for excess wealth. A person will often spend their beloved wealth on 
obtaining fame and prestige. 


It is rare for someone to obtain status and fame and still remain firm on 
the correct path whereby they prioritise the hereafter over the material 
world. In fact, a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6723, warns that 
a person who seeks status in society, such as leadership, will be left to 
deal with it themself but if someone receives it without asking for it they 
will be aided by Allah, the Exalted, in remaining obedient to Him. This is 
the reason the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him, would not appoint a person who requested to be appointed in a 
position of authority or even showed desire for it. This is confirmed in a 
Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6923. Another Hadith found in 
Sahih Bukhari, number 7148, warns that people will be keen to obtain 
status and authority but it will be a great regret for them on the Day of 
Judgment. This is a dangerous craving as it forces one to strive 
intensely to obtain it and then strive further in order to hold on to it even 
if it encourages them to commit oppression and other sins. 


The worse type of craving for status is when one obtains this through 
religion. The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him, has warned in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2654, 
that this person will go to Hell. 


Therefore, it is safer for a muslim to avoid the craving for excess wealth 
and high social status as they are two things which can lead to the 


destruction of their faith by distracting them from preparing adequately 
for the hereafter. 


Worldly Desires - 3 


In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6439, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that if a person 
possessed a valley of gold they would desire another and nothing fills 
their stomach except dust. But Allah, the Exalted, forgives those who 
repent to Him. 


This Hadith warns against possessing too many worldly desires. The 
problem with them even if they are lawful is that fulfilling one desire only 
leads to more. One door leads to ten others. And this never ends unless 
one repents from this behaviour or when they die and the dust of their 
grave finally fills their stomach. Lawful worldly desires can also lead to 
unlawful desires as many people who end up in the unlawful began by 
indulging in lawful desires. The more desires a person has the needier 
they become which is another name for being poor. This poverty never 
ends irrespective of how much one obtains or how many desires they 
fulfill. It is why it has been said that the essential needs of a pauper gets 
fulfilled as this is guaranteed by Allah, the Exalted, but the desires of 
kings are left unfulfilled. A muslim should instead strive in this world in 
order to fulfill their needs and the needs of their dependents without 
excessiveness, waste or extravagance. And minimize their worldly 
desires in order to avoid this real poverty and instead prepare 
adequately for the hereafter by fulfilling the commands of Allah, the 
Exalted, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with 
patience according to the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 
peace and blessings be upon him. 


Worldly Desires - 4 


In a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 3997, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that he did not 
fear poverty for the muslim nation. Instead he feared that the world 
would become easy to obtain and plentiful for them. This would cause 
them to compete for it which would lead to their destruction as this same 
competition destroyed the previous nations. 


It is important to understand that this does not only apply to wealth. But 
this warning applies to all aspects of people's worldly desires which can 
be encompassed by the desire for fame, wealth, authority and the social 
aspects of one's life, such as family, friends and a career. Whenever one 
aims to fulfil their desires by pursuing these things, even if they are 
lawful, beyond their needs it will distract them from preparing for the 
hereafter. It will lead them to bad character such as being wasteful and 
extravagant and may even take them towards sins in order to obtain 
these things. Failing to obtain them may lead to impatience and other 
acts of defiance and disobedience towards Allah, the Exalted. It is 
obvious these desires have taken control over many muslims as they 
would happily get up in the middle of the night in order to obtain these 
things such as wealth or go on a holiday but will fail to do so when 
advised to offer the voluntary night prayer or attend the morning 
obligatory prayer at the Mosque with congregation. 


There is no harm in obtaining these things as long as they are lawful and 
required in order to fulfil a person’s needs and the needs of their 
dependents. But when a person goes beyond this then they will become 
preoccupied with them at the loss of their hereafter as the more one 


pursues their desires the less they will strive in preparing for the 
hereafter. And therefore, the warning given in this Hadith will apply to 
them. 


Worldly Desires - 5 


A Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 3294, advises that whichever 
path the second rightly guided Caliph of Islam, Umar Bin Khataab, may 
Allah be pleased with him, took the Devil would take a different path, 
meaning, out of fear of him. One of the reasons why the Devil acted in 
this way was because he had little influence over Umar Bin Khataab, 
may Allah be pleased with him. The Devil cannot physically force 
someone to commit sins. He instead encourages them to do so through 
whisperings. But in order for them to be effective he requires a person to 
possess some sort of worldly desire. Then through his whisperings he 
encourages the growth of this worldly desire until it drives the person to 
act on it thereby committing a sin. The reason the Devil had little effect 
on Umar Bin Khataab, may Allah be pleased with him, was because he 
had removed worldly desires from his heart. His only desires were 
connected to pleasing Allah, the Exalted. Therefore, if muslims desire to 
minimise the effect the Devil has on them they should remove 
unnecessary desires from their heart. This only occurs when one 
refrains from indulging in the excess and unnecessary aspects of this 
material world. The more they do this the more these worldly desires will 
leave their heart until they reach a point where they only desire to please 
Allah, the Exalted, in all their actions. The Devil will flee from this person 
as he knows he will have little effect on them. But the more one indulges 
in the unnecessary aspects of this material world the more worldly 
desires they will possess and therefore, the more influence the Devil will 
have over them. 


Envy 


In a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4210, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that envy 
destroys good deeds just like fire consumes wood. 


Envy is a serious and major sin because the envier’s problem is not with 
another person in reality it is with Allah, the Exalted, as He is the One 
who granted the blessing which is envied. So a person’s envy only 
demonstrates their displeasure with the allocation and choice of Allah, 
the Exalted. They believe Allah, the Exalted, made a mistake when He 
allocated a particular blessing to another person instead of them. 


Some exert efforts through their speech and actions in order to 
confiscate the blessing from the other person which is undoubtedly a sin. 
The worse kind is when the envier strives to remove the blessing from 
the owner even if the envier does not obtain the blessing. Envy is only 
lawful when a person does not act on their feelings, dislikes their 
feelings and strives to obtain a similar blessing without the owner losing 
the blessing. Even though this type is not a sin it is considered disliked if 
the envy is over a worldly blessing and praiseworthy if it is over a 
religious blessing. For example, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace 
and blessings be upon him, mentioned two examples of the 
praiseworthy type in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 1896. The 
first person who can be lawfully envied is the one who acquires and 
spends lawful wealth in ways pleasing to Allah, the Exalted. The second 
person who can be lawfully envied is the one who uses their knowledge 
in the correct way and teaches it to others. 


An envious muslim should strive to remove this feeling from their heart 
by showing good character and kindness towards the person envied 
such as praising their good qualities and supplicating for them until their 
envy becomes love for them. 


Greed 


In a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 2511, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned against greed. 
This can lead one to withholding the obligatory charity which only leads 
to destruction in both worlds. For example, a Hadith found in Sahih 
Bukhari, number 1403, warns that the person who does not donate their 
obligatory charity will encounter a large poisonous snake which will 
continuously bite them on the Day of Judgement. Chapter 3 Alee Imran, 
verse 180: 


“And let not those who [greedily] withhold what Allah has given them of 
His bounty ever think that it is better for them. Rather, it is worse for 
them. Their necks will be encircled by what they withheld on the Day of 
Resurrection...” 


If one’s greed prevents them from donating voluntary charity it may not 
be unlawful but it is highly undesirable as this contradicts the 
characteristic of a true believer. Put simply, the stingy person is far from 
Allah, the Exalted, far from Paradise, far from people and close to Hell. 
This has been warned in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 
1961. 


Greed - 2 


An aspect of hypocrisy is greed. Their extreme greed places them far 
from Allah, the Exalted, far from the people and close to Hell. This has 
been warned in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1961. They 
dislike when others donate charity as their greed becomes manifest to 
others. They also put people off from donating charity as they dislike 
society labelling others as generous. So they always try to put people off 
from donating charity with poor reasons such as labelling charities as 
con artists. These people should be ignored as Allah, the Exalted, 
judges people on their intention which is confirmed in a Hadith found in 
Sahih Bukhari, number 1. So even if their donated wealth does not reach 
the poor as long as a person donates through a trustworthy well known 
charity they will receive their reward according to their intention. Chapter 
9 At Tawbah, verse 67: 


“The hypocrite men and hypocrite women are of one another. They 
enjoin what is wrong and forbid what is right and close their hands...” 


Fear of Poverty 


In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6748, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that Allah, the 
Exalted, allocated all things, such as provision, to all creatures over fifty 
thousand years before He created the Heavens and the Earth. 


It is important to understand that there are two aspects in respect to all 
situations, such as gaining one's provision. The first aspect is what Allah, 
the Exalted, has decided meaning, destiny; this will occur and nothing in 
creation can prevent this from occurring. As this is out of a person's 
hands it makes no sense to stress over this aspect as they have no 
influence on destiny irrespective of what they or anybody else does. 


The second aspect is one's own efforts. This aspect a person has full 
control over and they should therefore concentrate on this aspect by 
using the means they have been provided such as their physical 
strength to obey Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His commands, refraining 
from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience, which they 
have no control over, according to the traditions of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. This includes striving to 
gain lawful provision in order to fulfill their needs and the needs of their 
dependents while avoiding the unlawful, excess, waste and 
extravagance. 


To conclude, a muslim should never waste time stressing over things 
they have no control or influence over instead they should use the 
means they possess and act on those things which they have control 
over according to the teachings of Islam. This is what Allah, the Exalted, 
has commanded. 


Excessive Love 


In a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 5130, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that love for 
something can make someone deaf and blind. 


This means that loving something excessively can make someone blind 
and deaf to its defects and the negative effects it has on its lover, such 
as taking them away from the obedience of Allah, the Exalted. This 
involves fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and 
facing destiny with patience according to the traditions of the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. This Hadith 
does not mean a muslim should not care for things but it means their 
love for something should never be excessive. This is when one's love 
takes them away from the obedience of Allah, the Exalted. This is the 
benchmark. If one's love for something takes them away from Allah, the 
Exalted, then it is bad for them even if they do not realize it immediately. 
But if someone’s love for something does not result in this then it shows 
they do not love it excessively which is acceptable in Islam. 


A muslim must prioritize the obedience and love of Allah, the Exalted, 
over all else. As this will not only allow one to put all other things in their 
rightful place in their life but it will also protect them from disobeying or 
neglecting Allah, the Exalted, out of excessive love for something or 
someone else. 


A muslim should remember that no matter what they love a day will 
certainly come when they will depart from each other or when this love 
vanishes as it is a fickle emotion. The only exception is the true love of 
Allah, the Exalted, which will only strengthen with the passing of time 
and grow stronger after death. 


A Full Stomach 


In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2380, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised the importance 
of a balanced diet. He advised that one should split their stomach into 
three parts. The first part is for food, the second part is for drink and the 
last part should be left empty for breathing. 


This can be achieved when one stops eating before they reach their fill. 
This was the behaviour of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him, and his Companions, may Allah be pleased with 
them. 


If people were to act on this advice they would be safe from both 
physical and mental illnesses. In fact, according to many knowledgeable 
people one of the main causes of illness is indigestion. 


In respect to the heart little food leads to a soft heart, humility of self and 
weakness of desires and anger. A full stomach results in laziness which 
prevents worship and other righteous deeds. It induces sleep which 
Causes one to miss out on the voluntary and even the obligatory night 
prayers. It prevents reflection which is the key to assessing one's deeds 
and therefore changing one's character for the better. The one with a full 
stomach forgets the poor and is therefore less likely to help them. All 
these negative effects lead to a hard heart. The one who possesses a 


hard heart will not be safe on the Day of Judgment. Chapter 26 Ash 
Shu’ara, verses 88-89: 


“The Day when there will not benefit [anyone] wealth or children. But 
only one who comes to Allah with a sound heart.” 


The one who is only concerned about their stomach becomes distracted 
from more important things, such as learning and acting on religious 
knowledge. Muslims should know that the most fed in this world will be 
the hungriest on the Day of Judgment. This is confirmed in a Hadith 
found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2478. 


Therefore, muslims should strive to obtain a balanced diet so that they 
avoid the negative effects discussed which will undoubtedly hinder their 
success in both this world and the next. 


Beautifying Homes 


In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2482, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that all lawful 
spending gains reward from Allah, the Exalted, except the wealth which 
is spent on buildings. 


This includes all spending on lawful things which is free from 
excessiveness, waste or extravagance. Spending on construction which 
is necessary Is not included in this Hadith but the construction which is 
beyond one’s needs is. This is disliked as spending on construction 
easily leads to waste and extravagance. In addition, the one who spends 
wealth on construction is less likely to donate charity and spend in ways 
pleasing to Allah, the Exalted. Also this behavior often leads a muslim to 
adopt hopes for a long life as the one who believes their stay in this 
world is extremely short will not waste energy and wealth on 
constructing a beautiful home. The greater one’s hope for a long life the 
less righteous deeds they will perform believing they can always perform 
good deeds in the future. It also causes one to delay sincere repentance 
believing they can always change for the better in the future. Finally, it 
causes one to dedicate more efforts to the world in order to create a 
more comfortable life for their supposed long stay in this world. 


Actively taking part in unnecessary construction occupies one's time 
which prevents them from performing voluntary righteous deeds, such 
as fasting and the voluntary night prayer out of extreme fatigue. It also 
prevents them from striving to gain and act on Islamic knowledge. 


Finally, in reality taking part in unnecessary construction never ends. 
Meaning, the moment a person completes one part of their home they 
move to the next until the cycle repeats itself. 


Therefore, muslims should adhere to what is within their necessity in 
respect to all things not just construction so that they can avoid these 
negative consequences. 


Beautifying Homes 


The Holy Quran has labelled those who are wasteful as the siblings of 
the Devil. Chapter 17 Al Isra, verse 27: 


“Indeed, the wasteful are brothers of the devils, and ever has Satan 
been to his Lord ungrateful.” 


The comparison has been made to the Devil for several reasons. First of 
all, the people who spend wealth excessively on unnecessary things 
often do so in haste without thinking things through meaning, an impulse 
spender. In fact, according to a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 
2012, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 
has warned that being hasty is from the Devil while thinking things 
through is from Allah, the Exalted. If a muslim truly pondered over what 
they desired to purchase they would not spend on unnecessary and 
extravagant things as this is not a sign of a true muslim. 


In addition, when one spends on unnecessary and extravagant things 
especially, excessively they in most cases are only fuelling the 
companies who make a profit by distracting people from right guidance, 
such as the entertainment industry, which is the Devil's main and 
ultimate goal. 


Spending wastefully always distracts one from preparing for the 
hereafter as this person dedicates much time to earning wealth, 
spending it wastefully and enjoying what they acquired. Distracting a 
muslim from preparing for the hereafter is another goal of the Devil. 


Finally, the verse quoted earlier specifically mentions the ingratitude of 
the Devil. In reality, the one who spends wastefully on unnecessary 
things does so because they too are ungrateful over what they already 
possess. If they possessed true gratitude it would prevent them from 
acting in this manner. Islam does not prohibit one from spending on 
necessary things in fact it encourages muslims to do so. And even 
spending on unnecessary things is acceptable if it is done occasionally 
and without extravagance as this is something which is disliked by Allah, 
the Exalted, and leads to wasting wealth. Chapter 6 Al An’am, verse 
141: 


“And be not excessive. Indeed, He does not like those who commit 
excess.” 


Hastiness 


In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2012, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that thinking 
things through is from Allah, the Exalted, while being hasty is from the 
Devil. 


This is an extremely important teaching to understand and act on as 
muslims who perform much righteous deeds often destroy them through 
hastiness. For example, they may utter some evil words in a fit of rage 
which may cause them to plunge into Hell on Judgment Day. This has 
been warned in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2314. 


The vast majority of sins and difficulties, such as arguments, occur 
because people fail to think things through and instead act in a hasty 
way. The sign of intelligence is when one thinks before speaking or 
acting and only precedes when they know their speech or action is good 
and beneficial in worldly or religious matters. 


Even though, a muslim should not delay in performing righteous deeds 
yet, they should still think things through before performing them. This is 
because a righteous deed may receive no reward simply because its 
conditions and etiquettes have not been fulfilled because of one's 
hastiness. In this respect, one should only move forward in any matter 
after they have thought things through. 


The one who behaves in this manner will not only minimize their sins 
and increase their obedience to Allah, the Exalted, but they will minimize 
the difficulties they encounter, such as arguments and disagreements, in 
all aspects of their life. 


Misusing Knowledge 


In a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 253, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that the one 
who obtains religious knowledge in order to show off to scholars, argue 
with others or attract attention to themself will go to Hell. 


Even though, the foundation of all good in both worldly and religious 
matters is knowledge muslims must understand that knowledge will only 
benefit them when they firstly correct their intention. Meaning, they strive 
to obtain and act on knowledge in order to please Allah, the Exalted. All 
other reasons will only lead to a loss of reward and even punishment if a 
muslim fails to sincerely repent. 


In reality, Knowledge is like rain water which falls on different types of 
trees. Some trees grow by this water in order to benefit others such as a 
fruit tree. Whereas, other trees grow by this water and become a 
nuisance to others such as a thorny tree. Even though, the rain water is 
the same in both cases but the outcome is very different. Similarly, 
religious Knowledge is the same for people but if one adopts the 
incorrect intention then it will become a means of their destruction. 
Conversely, if one adopts the correct intention it will become a means of 
their salvation. 


Muslims should therefore correct their intention in all matters as they will 
be judged on this. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, 


number 1. And they should remember that one of the first people to 
enter Hell will be a scholar who only obtained knowledge in order to 
show off to others. This has been warned in a Hadith found in Sahih 
Muslim, number 4923. 


To conclude, only obtaining and acting on useful Knowledge with the 
correct intention is true beneficial knowledge. 


Whoever conceals knowledge without a valid reason will be bridled with 
fire on Judgment Day. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in Jami At 
Tirmidhi, number 2649. Therefore, muslims must share the useful 
knowledge their gain with others. It is simply foolish not to as this is one 
of the righteous deeds which will benefit a muslim even after they die. 
This has been advised in a Hadith found in Sunan lbn Majah, number 
241. Those who hoarded knowledge were forgotten by history but those 
who shared it with others became known as the scholars and teachers 
of mankind. 


Claiming Love of the Righteous without Action 


Every muslim openly declares that they desire the companionship of the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, the other 
Holy Prophets, peace be upon him them, and the Companions, may 
Allah be pleased with them, in the hereafter. They often quote the Hadith 
found in Sahih Bukhari, number 3688, which advises that a person will 
be with those they love in the hereafter. And because of this they openly 
declare their love for these righteous servants of Allah, the Exalted. But 
it is strange how they desire this outcome and claim love for the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, yet they barely 
know him as they are too busy to study his life, character and teachings. 
This is foolish as how can one truly love someone they do not even 
know? 


In addition, when these people are asked for proof of their love for the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, on 
Judgment Day what will they say? What will they present? The proof of 
this declaration is studying and acting on the life, character and 
teachings of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 
upon him. A declaration without this evidence will not be accepted by 
Allah, the Exalted. This is quite obvious as no one understood Islam 
better than the Companions, may Allah be pleased with them, did and 
this was not their attitude. They declared love for the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, and supported their 
claim through actions by following in his footsteps. This is why they will 
be with him in the hereafter. 


Those who believe love is in the heart and does not require it to be 
shown through actions is as foolish as the student who hands back a 
blank exam paper to their teacher claiming that knowledge is in their 
mind so they do not need to practically write it down on paper and then 
still expects to pass. 


The one who behaves in such a manner does not love the righteous 
servants of Allah, the Exalted, only their own desires and they have 
undoubtedly been fooled by the Devil. 


Finally, it is important to note that members of other religions also claim 
love for their Holy Prophets, peace be upon them. But as they failed to 
follow in their footsteps and act on their teachings they will certainly not 
be with them on Judgment Day. This is quite obvious if one ponders 
over this fact for a moment. 


False Hopes for a Long Life 


A great obstacle to the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, is having false 
hope for a long life. It is an extremely blameworthy characteristic as it is 
the main cause for a muslim giving priority to amassing the material 
world over preparing for the hereafter. One only needs to assess their 
average 24 hour day and observe how much time they dedicate to the 
material world and how much time they dedicate to the hereafter in order 
to realise this truth. In fact, having false hope for a long life is one of the 
strongest weapons the Devil uses in order to misguide people. When a 
person believes they will live long they delay preparing for the hereafter 
falsely believing they can prepare for it in the near future. In most cases, 
this near future never comes and a person passes away without 
adequately preparing for the hereafter. 


In addition, false hope for a long life causes one to delay sincere 
repentance and changing one's character for the better as they believe 
they have much time left to do this. It encourages a person to hoard the 
things of this material world, such as wealth, as it convinces them they 
will need these things during their long life on Earth. The Devil scares 
people into thinking they must hoard wealth for their old age as they may 
find no one to support them when they become physically weaker and 
therefore can no longer work for themself. They forget that the same 
way Allah, the Exalted, took care of their provision when they were 
younger He will provide for them in old age too. In fact, the provision of 
the creation was allocated over fifty thousand years before the creation 
of the Heavens and the Earth. This is confirmed in a Hadith found in 
Sahih Muslim, number 6748. It is strange how a person will dedicate 40 
years of their life saving for their retirement which very rarely lasts longer 
than 20 years but fails to prepare in the same way for the eternal 
hereafter. 


Islam does not teach muslims to not prepare anything for the world. 
There is no harm in saving for the near future as long as priority is given 
to the hereafter. Even though, people admit they may die at any time 
yet, some behave as if they will live forever in this world. Even to the 
point that if they were given a promise of eternal life on Earth they would 
not be able to strive harder in order to accumulate more of the material 
world due to the restrictions of the day and night. How many people 
have passed away earlier than expected? And how many learn a lesson 
from this and change their behaviour? 


In reality, one of the greatest pains a person will feel at the time of death 
or any other stage of the hereafter is regret for delaying their preparation 
for the hereafter. Chapter 63 Al Munafiqun, verses 10-11: 


“And spend [in the way of Allah] from what We have provided you before 
death approaches one of you and he says, "My Lord, if only You would 
delay me for a brief term so | would give charity and be of the righteous." 
But never will Allah delay a soul when its time has come. And Allah is 
Aware of what you do.” 


A person would be labelled a fool if they dedicated more time and wealth 
on a house which they were only going to live in for a short while 
compared to a house they were planning to live in for a very long time. 
This is the example of giving priority to the temporal world over the 
eternal hereafter. 


Muslims should work for both the world and the hereafter but know that 
death does not come to a person at a time, situation or age known to 
them but it is certain to come. Therefore, preparing for it and what it 
leads to should take priority over preparing for a future in this world 
which is not certain to occur. 


False Hopes for a Long Life - 2 


It is strange that even though people believe they can die at any moment 
yet the vast majority behave as if they will live a long life. Some dedicate 
their efforts to this material world to such a degree that even if they were 
guaranteed a long life they could not exert any more effort for the sake 
of the material world. Unfortunately, muslims delay preparing for the 
hereafter believing they can do it in the future. They often keep delaying 
this preparation until they suddenly encounter death unprepared. 


It is important for muslims to understand that no matter how long they 
live life goes by in a flash. So they should take every opportunity they 
have in order to prepare for the eternal hereafter. This does not mean 
they should abandon the world completely. It means they should 
prioritize preparing for the hereafter by only taking what they need from 
the material world in order to fulfil their necessities and responsibilities 
according to the commands of Allah, the Exalted. This attitude will allow 
them to enjoy the lawful pleasures of this world and prepare adequately 
for the next one also. A muslim only fails preparing for the hereafter 
correctly because of their pursuit of the excess of this material world, not 
by striving to fulfil their necessities and responsibilities. 


A muslim should remember the Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 
7424, which warns that only a person’s deeds will accompany them in 
their grave while their family and wealth abandons them at this crucial 
moment. Therefore, a muslim should give priority to the thing which will 
aid them in their moment of need. 


Muslims should not delay preparing for the hereafter otherwise they may 
well encounter death suddenly while unprepared as death does not 
come at a particular age or time. If they fail to prepare they will be left 
with nothing but regrets at a time when regrets will not benefit them. 
Chapter 89 Al Fajr, verse 23: 


“And brought [within view], that Day, is Hell - that Day, man _ will 
remember, but how [I.e., what good] to him will be the remembrance?” 


False Hopes for a Long Life - 3 


When people, irrespective of their faith, go on holiday they only pack the 
things they need and maybe a little extra but they try to avoid over 
packing. Even the amount of money they take with them they limit in 
respect to their stay abroad. When they arrive they often stay in a hotel 
which usually has the main necessities of living with a few extras. If they 
believe they will never return to the same destination in the future they 
will never buy a house as they will claim they stay is short and they will 
not return. They do not get a job during their holiday claiming that they 
stay is short so they do not need to earn more money. They do not get 
married nor have children claiming the holiday destination is not their 
homeland where they would get married and have children. Generally 
speaking, this is the attitude and mind-set of holiday makers. 


It is strange how muslims truly believe they will depart from this world 
soon meaning, they stay in the world is temporary just like being on 
holiday, and they believe their stay in the hereafter will be permanent 
yet, they do not adequately prepare for it. If they truly realised the short 
time they have, similarly to a holiday, they would not dedicate too much 
effort on their homes and instead be content with a simple home just like 
the traveller who is content with a simple hotel. So in reality, this world is 
like the holiday destination in the example yet, muslims do not treat it 
like one. Instead, they dedicate the majority of their efforts in beautifying 
their world while neglecting the eternal hereafter. It is sometimes hard to 
believe some muslims actually believe in the permanent hereafter when 
one observes the amount of effort they dedicate to the temporal world. 
Muslims should therefore strive in preparing for the hereafter by fulfilling 
the commands of Allah, the Exalted, refraining from His prohibitions and 
by facing destiny with patience while being pleased with obtaining and 
utilising the necessities of this world. It is why the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised muslims to live 


in this world as travellers in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 
6416. They should not take this world as a permanent home and instead 
treat it like a holiday destination. 


False Hopes for a Long Life - 4 


In a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6412, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that there are 
two blessings people often do not appreciate until they lose them 
namely, good health and free time. 


Everything in this material can be bought, even through illegal means, 
except time. Once it passes it does not return. Even though this reality is 
not denied by anyone irrespective of their faith yet, many muslims do not 
appreciate and make good use of the time they have been given. Many 
have adopted the mentality that they will prepare for the hereafter 
tomorrow. But as each day passes this tomorrow keeps getting delayed 
until, in many cases, this tomorrow never comes. And they only realise 
this tomorrow when it is too late meaning, at the time of their death. 
Those who are fortunate enough to reach this tomorrow during their lives 
may inhabit the Mosques when they reach elderly age but as they have 
dedicated so much time and energy to the material world their bodies 
might be in Mosques yet, their hearts and tongues are still engrossed in 
the material world. This is obvious to those who regularly attend 
Mosques. These muslims are unlikely to learn and act on Islamic 
teachings because of their elderly age and their worldly mentalities. 


In addition, with the passing of time, in most cases, one's responsibilities 
only increase such as marriage and raising children. So delaying 
preparing for the hereafter until one is supposedly more free is simply 
foolish. Islam does not teach muslims to abandon the world but it does 
encourage them to make correct use of their time by taking enough from 
the material world in order to fulfil their necessitates and responsibilities 


without extravagance or waste and then dedicate the rest of their efforts 
to preparing for the permanent hereafter. This is how one uses their time 
correctly. How many muslims can honestly say they dedicate the 
majority of their efforts to preparing for the hereafter over beautifying 
their temporal world? 


Wishful Thinking - 1 


In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2459, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, described the difference 
between true hope in the mercy of Allah, the Exalted, and wishful 
thinking. True hope is when one controls their soul by avoiding the 
disobedience of Allah, the Exalted, and actively struggles for preparing 
for the hereafter. Whereas, the foolish wishful thinker follows their 
desires and then expects Allah, the Exalted, to forgive them and fulfill 
their wishes. 


It is important for muslims not to confuse these two attitudes so that they 
avoid living and dying as a wishful thinker as this person is highly 
unlikely to succeed in this world or the next. Wishful thinking is like a 
farmer who fails to prepare the land for planting, fails to plant seeds, fails 
to water the land and then expects to harvest a huge crop. This is plain 
foolishness and this farmer is highly unlikely to succeed. Whereas, true 
hope is like a farmer who prepares the land, plants seeds, waters the 
land and then hopes Allah, the Exalted, will bless them with a huge 
harvest. The key difference is that the one who possesses true hope will 
actively strive to obey Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His commands, 
refraining from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience 
according to the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him. And whenever they slip up they sincerely repent. 
Whereas, the wishful thinker will not actively strive in obeying Allah, the 
Exalted, and instead follow their desires and still expect Allah, the 
Exalted, to forgive them and fulfill their wishes. 


Muslims must therefore learn the key difference so that they can 
abandon wishful thinking and instead adopt true hope in Allah, the 
Exalted, which always leads to nothing except good and success in both 
worlds. This has been indicated in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, 
number 7405. 


A specific type of wishful thinking which affected the past nations and 
even the muslim nation is when a person believes that they can ignore 
the commands and prohibitions of Allah, the Exalted, and somehow 
someone on the Day of Judgement will intercede for them and save 
them from Hell. Even though the intercession of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, is a fact and has been 
discussed in many Hadiths, such as the one found in Sunan Ibn Majah, 
number 4308, none the less even with his intercession some muslims 
whose punishment will be reduced by it will still enter Hell. Even a single 
moment in Hell is truly unbearable. So one should abandon wishful 
thinking and instead adopt true hope by practically striving in the 
obedience of Allah, the Exalted. 


The Devil convinces those who do not believe in Judgement Day that 
even if it occurs they will make peace with Allah, the Exalted, on that day 
by claiming that they were not so bad as they avoided major crimes such 
as murder. They have convinced themselves that their pleas will be 
accepted and they will be sent to Paradise even though they disbelieved 
in Allah, the Exalted, during their lives on Earth. This is incredibly foolish 
as Allah, the Exalted, will not treat the person who believed in Him and 
tried to obey him like the one who disbelieved in Him. A single verse has 
erased this type of wishful thinking. Chapter 3 Alee Imran, verse 85: 


“And whoever desires other than Islam as religion - never will it be 
accepted from him, and he, in the Hereafter, will be among the losers.” 


Wishful Thinking - 2 


Even though there is no doubt that the mercy of Allah, the Exalted, is 
infinite and can overcome all sins. And giving up hope in the infinite 
mercy of Allah, the Exalted, is defined as unbelief in chapter 12 Yusuf, 
verse 87: 


“...Indeed, no one despairs of relief from Allah except the disbelieving 
people." 


Yet, none the less it is extremely important for muslims to understand a 
fact. Namely, a muslim has not been guaranteed to leave this world with 
their faith meaning, a muslim is in danger of dying as a non-muslim. This 
is the greatest loss. If this happens it does not take a scholar to conclude 
where this person will reside in the hereafter. This can occur when a 
muslim persists on sins especially, major sins, such as drinking alcohol 
and failing to offer their obligatory prayers and reaches their end without 
sincerely repenting from their sins. This is the reason why muslims must 
sincerely repent from all their sins and strive to fulfil all their obligatory 
duties as this is a task they can undoubtedly fulfil. Chapter 2 Al Baqarah, 
verse 286: 


“Allah does not charge a soul except [with that within] its capacity...” 


They should not be fooled into believing they possess hope in the mercy 
of Allah, the Exalted. As true hope in the mercy of Allah, the Exalted, is 
supported by obedience to Allah, the Exalted, through actions. This 
involves fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and 
facing destiny with patience. Failing to do this and then expecting the 
mercy and forgiveness of Allah, the Exalted, is not hope in His mercy it 
is merely wishful thinking which has no weight or significance. This has 
been clearly warned by the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him, in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 
2459. 


Wishful Thinking - 3 


This is connected to chapter 14 Ibrahim, verse 22: 


“And Satan will say when the matter has been concluded, "Indeed, Allah 
had promised you the promise of truth. And | promised you, but | 
betrayed you. But | had no authority over you except that | invited you, 
and you responded to me. So do not blame me; but blame 
yourselves...” 


This is when people on Judgment Day will try to blame the Devil for their 
sins in order to shift their burden of punishment to him. But this verse 
makes it clear that this is a futile and foolish excuse as the Devil only 
inspires people to commit sins meaning, he cannot physically force 
someone to disobey Allah, the Exalted. Each person makes a choice to 
obey or disobey Allah, the Exalted, and will therefore face the 
consequences of their choice. Unfortunately, some do not understand 
this important point. They often commit sins and either blame others by 
declaring they were convinced to act in this way or they declare as 
others are committing sins openly it somehow gives them a license to 
act in the same way. The same way a worldly judge in a court of law will 
never accept these excuses neither will Allah, the Exalted, on Judgment 
Day. It is important for muslims not to make culture or fashion the 
standards for their behaviour as this will misguide them and they will be 
left with no valid excuses on Judgment Day. Instead, they should adhere 
to the teachings of Islam which simply outlines how a person must 
behave in all situations. It is time muslims abandon childish excuses and 
sincerely obey Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His commands, refraining 
from His prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience according to 
the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be 


upon him, before they reach a day when their excuses will not be 
accepted by Allah, the Exalted. If Allah, the Exalted, will reject the 
excuses of those who blame the Devil when he is their open enemy and 
promised to misguide them how will Allah, the Exalted, accept any other 
excuse for disobeying Him? 


Wishful Thinking - 4 


In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 7232, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that people will 
be resurrected on Judgment Day in the same state they died on Earth. 


This means that if a person dies on good they will be resurrected on 
good. But if they die on evil they will be raised in an evil way. 


A muslim should not live in heedlessness by believing just because they 
have faith in Islam it guarantees they will die and therefore be raised in a 
good state on Judgment Day. If they persist on the disobedience of 
Allah, the Exalted, and then die in this state without sincerely repenting 
then they will be raised in an evil way. It does not take a scholar to 
determine what will happen to this person on Judgment Day. 


From this Hadith one can understand that the way they will die will be in 
the same state they have lived. Meaning, if they lived in the obedience of 
Allah, the Exalted, by sincerely fulfilling His commands, refraining from 
His prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience according to the 
traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him, then they will die in a good state and therefore be raised in a good 
state which includes being raised with the righteous as they practically 
followed in their footsteps. This has been indicated in a Hadith found in 
Sahih Bukhari, number 3688. 


A muslim should therefore not walk the path to Hell by disobeying Allah, 
the Exalted, and believe that they will somehow be raised with the pious 
and end up in Paradise. 


Fanaticism 


A muslim who follows a particular scholar who advocates a specific 
belief should not act like a fanatic and believe their scholar is always 
right thereby hating those who oppose their scholar’s opinion. This 
behaviour is not disliking something/someone for the sake of Allah, the 
Exalted. As long as there is a legitimate difference of opinion amongst 
the scholars a muslim following a particular scholar should respect this 
and not dislike others who differ from what the scholar they follow 
believes. 


Delving in the Affairs of Others 


In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2317, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that a muslim 
cannot make their Islam excellent until they avoid the things which do 
not concern them. 


This Hadith contains an all-encompassing advice which should be 
applied to every aspect of one's life. It includes a person’s speech as 
well as their other physical actions. It means that a Muslim who desires 
to perfect their faith must avoid those things, through speech and 
actions, which do not concern them. And instead they must occupy 
themself with those things that do. One should take the things that 
concern them very seriously and strive to fulfil the responsibilities which 
accompany them according to the teachings of Islam solely for the 
pleasure of Allah, the Exalted. It is important to note, that one would not 
be perfecting their faith if they avoided things according to their own 
thinking or desires. But the one who perfects their faith avoids the things 
which Islam has advised to avoid. Meaning, one should strive to fulfil all 
their duties, avoid all sins and the things which are disliked in Islam and 
even avoid the excess use of unnecessary lawful things. Achieving this 
excellence is a characteristic of the excellence of faith mentioned in a 
Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 99. This is when one acts and 
worships Allah, the Exalted, as if they can observe Him or they at least 
become fully aware of Allah, the Exalted, observing their every thought 
and action. Being aware of this divine surveillance will encourage a 
muslim to always abstain from sins and hasten towards righteous deeds. 
The one who does not avoid the things which do not concern them will 
not reach this level of excellence. 


A major aspect of avoiding the things which do not concern a person is 
linked to speech. The majority of sins occur when a person utters words 
which do not concern them, such as backbiting and slander. The 
definition of vain talk is when a person utters words which may not be 
sinful but are useless and therefore not their concern. As confirmed in a 
Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 2408, vain speech is hated by 
Allah, the Exalted. Countless arguments, fights and even physical harm 
have occurred simply because someone spoke about something which 
did not concern them. Many families have become divided; many 
marriages have ended because someone did not mind their business. It 
is why Allah, the Exalted, has advised in the Holy Quran the different 
types of useful speech which people should concern themselves with. 
Chapter 4 An Nisa, verse 114: 


“No good is there in much of their private conversation, except for those 
who enjoin charity or that which ts right or conciliation between people. 
And whoever does that seeking means to the approval of Allah - then 
We are going to give him a great reward.” 


In fact, uttering words which are not a person’s concern will be the main 
reason people enter Hell. This has been indicated in a Hadith found in 
Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2616. This is why the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised in a Hadith 
found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2412, that all speech will be counted 
against a person unless it is connected to advising good, forbidding evil 
or the remembrance of Allah, the Exalted. This means that all other 
forms of speech are not a person's concern as they will not benefit them. 
It is important to note, that advising good encompasses anything which 
is beneficial in one's worldly and religious life, such as they occupation. 


Therefore, Muslims should strive to avoid the things which do not 
concern them through words and actions so that they can perfect their 
faith. Put simply, the one who dedicates time to the things which do not 
concern them will fail in the things which do concern them. And the one 
who occupies themself with the things which do concern them will not 
find time to spend on the things which do not concern them. Meaning, 
they will achieve success through the mercy of Allah, the Exalted, in 
both worlds. 


Delving into Insignificant Religious Issues 


Muslims should never fall into arguments over minor issues to the point 
that it creates enmity between them. Minor issues which will not affect 
their faith and obedience to Allah, the Exalted. Neither will these things 
be questioned about on the Day of Judgement by Allah, the Exalted, 
otherwise the Muslim nation would have been informed of this. So 
spending countless hours arguing, debating and publishing books 
discussing these types of issues does not make sense. Muslims should 
instead concentrate more on the things which when clarified will 
increase their sincere obedience to Allah, the Exalted, in the form of 
fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and facing 
destiny with patience according to the traditions of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, and concentrate on 
those things which will be questioned about on Judgement Day, such as 
fulfilling the rights of people. Unfortunately, arguing and debating over 
these types of issues has distracted Muslims from concentrating on 
more important things and issues and this is one of the reasons why the 
general strength of the Muslim nation has declined over time. 


This issue is connected to a Hadith of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 
peace and blessings be upon him, which is found in Jami At Tirmidhi, 
number 2518. It advises that a Muslim should leave a thing which 
creates doubt in them and act on the things which create no doubt in 
them. The vast majority of Muslims are aware of the obligatory duties 
and the majority of the unlawful things, such as drinking alcohol. So 
these things create no doubt within Muslims therefore they should act 
accordingly meaning, fulfil the obligatory duties and abstain from 
unlawful things. 


All other things which are not obligatory and create a doubt in society 
should therefore be avoided. Allah, the Exalted, will not question why 
someone did not perform a voluntary deed on Judgement Day. Instead, 
He will question why they performed a voluntary deed. Therefore, 
leaving the voluntary action will have no consequences in the hereafter 
whereas performing a voluntary deed will namely, punishment, reward or 
forgiveness. It is important for Muslims to act on this short but extremely 
important Hadith as it will solve and prevent many problems and 
debates. In fact, this is the advice given in another Hadith of the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, which is found 
in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 1205. It advises that both the lawful and 
unlawful things in Islam have been made clear to mankind and all other 
matters of voluntary actions which create doubt should be left aside. 
This attitude will protect one’s religion and honour. 


Assumptions 


In a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4993, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that thinking 
well about people is an aspect of worshipping Allah, the Exalted, 
correctly. Meaning, it is an aspect of obeying Allah, the Exalted. 


Interpreting things in a negative way often leads to sins such as 
backbiting and slander. In all cases a muslim should interpret things 
where possible in a positive way in order to give the benefit of the doubt 
to others. Unfortunately, adopting a negative mind-set effects people 
from a family unit to a national level. For example, how many times has 
a nation gone to war over an assumption and suspicion? The vast 
majority of scandals which are found in the media are based on 
assumptions. Even laws have been created which support the use of 
assumptions and suspicion. This often leads to fractured and broken 
relationships as people with this mind-set always believe others are 
taking a dig at them through their words or actions. This prevents one 
from taking advice from others as they believe they are only being 
mocked by the one giving advice and it prevents one from giving advice 
as they believe the other person will not pay any attention to what they 
say. And a person will refrain from advising the one who possesses this 
negative mind-set as they believe it will only lead to an argument. This 
leads to other negative traits such as bitterness. 


It is important for muslims to understand that even if they assume 
someone is taking a dig at them they should still accept their advice if it 
is based on the Holy Quran and the traditions of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him. They should strive to 


interpret things where possible in a positive way which leads to a 
positive mentality. And a positive mindset leads to healthy relationships 
and feelings. Chapter 49 Al Hujurat, verse 12: 


“O you who have believed, avoid much [negative] assumption. Indeed, 
some assumption is sin...” 


Negativity 


In a Hadith found in Sunan Abu Dawud, number 4860, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned people against 
speaking negatively about others as this causes ill feelings towards them 
in people's hearts. 


It is often observed that families especially, from the Asian community, 
become broken over time. This is one the biggest complaints family 
members, such as parents often have. They wonder why their children 
have become separated even though they were once firmly together. 


One of the main reasons the relationships between relatives become 
fractured is because someone has spoken negatively about a person's 
relative to them. This is often done by a family member. For example, a 
mother will soeak negatively about her son to her other child. This leads 
to enmity between the two relatives and over time it builds up and 
creates a wedge between the two. Those who were once like one 
person become like strangers to one another. 


It is important to understand that people are not Angels. Except for a 
very few, when a negative thing is said to a person about another they 
will get affected by it even if they do not desire this to occur. This enmity 
still occurs even if the initial person who spoke negatively about 
someone's relative does not intend to create a wedge between relatives. 
Some often act in this way out of habit and are not trying to damage 


relationships. For example, parents often adopt this habit and there is no 
doubt they do not desire the relationships of their children to become 
fractured or broken. 


This attitude has such a serious impact on people's mentality that it also 
affects relatives that very rarely see or converse with each other. For 
example, a person will mention negative things about a person's relative 
to them even though their relative may not even live in the same country 
as them. This behaviour implants enmity within their heart and with the 
passing of time they will find that they dislike their distant relative even 
though they barely know them. 


This issue often occurs when two people discuss negative things about 
others in front of other people. For example, parents may discuss 
negative things about their relatives in front of their children. Even 
though, they are not telling their children directly none the less it still 
affects their hearts. If one truly reflected for a moment they will realise 
that the majority of the ill feelings they have towards others were not 
caused by what that person did or said to them directly. In most cases, it 
occurred because of a third party who mentioned something negative 
about that person to them. 


In cases where one is trying to warn another of some danger then it is 
perfectly acceptable to mention another person in a negative way. If one 
is trying to teach another person a lesson for example, if a mother 
desires to teach one of her children not to behave as their sibling did 
they then should follow the footsteps of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 
peace and blessings be upon him, and mention the negative thing 
without naming the person. An example of this beautiful mentality is 


discussed in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6979. Mentioning 
a negative thing without naming the person is good enough to teach 
someone a lesson. 


To conclude, muslims should ponder deeply before speaking negatively 
about their relatives or others, privately or publically. Otherwise, they 
may well find as time passes their family becomes separated and 
emotionally distant from one another. 


Insincerity 


In a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 3154, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that those who 
perform deeds for the sake of people, such as showing off, instead of 
doing them for the pleasure of Allah, the Exalted, will be told to gain their 
reward on Judgment Day from the people they acted for which in reality 
is not possible to do. 


It is important to understand that the foundation of all deeds and even 
Islam itself is one’s intention. It is the very thing which Allah, the Exalted, 
judges people on according to a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 
1. A muslim should ensure they perform all religious and useful worldly 
actions for the sake of Allah, the Exalted, so that they gain reward from 
Him in both worlds. A sign of this correct mentality is that this person 
neither expects nor desires people to appreciate or show gratitude to 
them for the deeds they perform. If one desires this then it indicates their 
incorrect intention. 


In addition, acting with the correct intention prevents sadness and 
bitterness as the one who acts for the sake of people will eventually 
encounter ungrateful people who will make them annoyed and bitter as 
they feel they wasted their effort and time. Unfortunately, this is seen in 
parents and relatives as they often fulfill their duties towards their 
children and relatives for their sake instead of for the pleasure of Allah, 
the Exalted. But the one who acts for the sake of Allah, the exalted, will 
fulfill all their duties towards others such as their children and never 
become bitter or enraged when they fail to show gratitude towards them. 
This attitude leads to peace of mind and general happiness as they 


know Allah, the Exalted, is fully aware of their righteous deed and will 
reward them for it. This is the way all muslims must act otherwise they 
may well be left empty handed on the Day of Judgment. 


Insincerity - 2 


In a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 3989, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that even 
slightly showing off is polytheism. 


This is a minor type of polytheism which does not cause one to lose their 
faith. Instead it leads to the loss of reward as this muslim acted for the 
sake of pleasing people when they should have acted to please Allah, 
the Exalted. In fact, these people will be told on Judgment Day to seek 
their reward from those they acted for, which will not be possible. This 
has been warned in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 3154. 


If the Devil cannot prevent one from performing righteous deeds he will 
attempt to corrupt their intention thereby destroying their reward. If he 
cannot corrupt their intention in an obvious way he tries to corrupt it 
through subtle ways. This includes when people subtly show off their 
righteous deeds to others. Sometimes it is so subtle that the person 
themself are not fully aware of what they are doing. As gaining and 
acting on knowledge is a duty on all, according to a Hadith found in 
Sunan lbn Majah, number 224, claiming ignorance will not be accepted 
by Allah, the Exalted, on Judgment Day. 


Subtly showing off often occurs through social media and one's speech. 
For example, a muslim might inform others they are fasting even though 
no one directly asked them if they were fasting. Another example is 


when one publically recites the Holy Quran from memory in front of 
others thereby showing others they have memorized the Holy Quran. 
Even criticizing oneself publically can be considered showing off one's 
humility to others. 


To conclude, showing off subtly destroys a muslim’s reward and must be 
avoided in order to safeguard their righteous deeds. This is only possible 
by learning and acting on Islamic knowledge, such as how to safeguard 
one's speech. 


Definition of Real Success & Failure 


It is important for muslims to understand that they should not define a 
situation as good or bad according to worldly definitions. For example, 
according to a worldly definition being wealthy is good whereas being 
poor is bad. Instead, muslims should ascribe good and bad to events 
and things according to the teachings of Islam. Meaning, anything which 
takes one closer to the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, in the form of 
fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing 
destiny with patience, is good even if it is seen as bad from a worldly 
point of view. And anything which takes one away from the obedience of 
Allah, the Exalted, is bad even if it appears good. 


There are many examples throughout the teachings of Islam which 
demonstrate this. For example, Qarun was an extremely wealthy person 
who lived in the time of the Holy Prophet Mosa, peace be upon him. 
Many people then and now may consider his wealth to be a good thing 
but as it led him to pride it became a means of his destruction. So in his 
case being wealthy was a bad thing. Chapter 28 Al Qasas, verses 79- 
81. 


“So he came out before his people in his adornment. Those who desired 
the worldly life said, "Oh, would that we had like what was given to 
Qarun. Indeed, he is one of great fortune. But those who had been given 
knowledge said, "Woe to you! The reward of Allah is better for he who 
believes and does righteousness. And none are granted it except the 
patient." And We caused the earth to swallow him and his home. And 
there was for him no company to aid him other than Allah, nor was he of 
those who [could] defend themselves.” 


On the other hand, the third rightly guided Caliph of Islam, Usman Bin 
Affan, may Allah be pleased with him, was also wealthy yet he used his 
wealth in the correct way. In fact, once after donating a large amount of 
wealth he was told by the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him, that nothing could harm his faith after that day. 
This has been indicated in a Hadith found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 
3701. So in his case wealth was a good thing. 


To conclude, a muslim should remember that every difficulty they face 
has wisdoms behind it even if they do not observe them. So they should 
not believe something is good or bad from a worldly point of view. 
Meaning, if the thing encourages them towards the obedience of Allah, 
the Exalted, then it is good even if it looks bad. Chapter 2 Al Baqarah, 
verse 216: 


“,..But perhaps you hate a thing and it is good for you; and perhaps you 
love a thing and it is bad for you. And Allah knows, while you know not.” 


Definition of Real Success & Failure - 2 


When a muslim observes the teachings of Islam they will find that certain 
worldly blessings have been described in a positive way but in other 
places it has been described in a negative way. This is because in reality 
most things are not innately good or bad. What makes them good or bad 
is whether they take one towards the obedience and pleasure of Allah, 
the Exalted, or not. For example, the Holy Quran has described a 
spouse as a way Of finding tranquillity, mercy and affection. Chapter 30 
Ar Rum, verse 21: 


“And of His signs is that He created for you from yourselves mates that 
you may find tranquility in them; and He placed between you affection 
and mercy...” 


But the same Holy Quran has also warned that a spouse and children 
can be enemies to a muslim as well. Chapter 64 At Taghabun, verse 14: 


“O you who have believed, indeed, among your spouses and your 
children are enemies to you, so beware of them...” 


This indicates that they become a source of tranquillity when they 
encourage one towards the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, which 
involves fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and 


facing destiny with patience. But one’s family can become an enemy to 
them if they divert them away from the obedience of Allah, the Exalted. 


So muslims should regularly assess and judge the worldly blessings 
they possess in order to determine whether they encourage them 
towards the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, or divert them from it. And if 
necessary take steps in order to benefit themselves in both worlds. 
Whoever does this self-assessment regularly during their lives will find 
that their final judgment on the Day of Resurrection will be easy as they 
remained obedient to Allah, the Exalted. But if they fail to do this self- 
assessment they will get lost in the material world and fail to prepare for 
the hereafter adequately which will lead to a difficult accountability and a 
potential severe punishment. Chapter 9 At Tawbah, verse 24: 


“Say, [0 Muhammad], "If your fathers, your sons, your brothers, your 
wives, your relatives, wealth which you have obtained, commerce 
wherein you fear decline, and dwellings with which you are pleased are 
more beloved to you than Allah and His Messenger and striving in His 
cause, then wait until Allah executes His command.” 


Definition of Real Success & Failure - 3 


Greatness and true success is not connected to worldly things, such as 
wealth or fame. A person may obtain some worldly success through 
these things but it is quite obvious if one turns the pages of history that 
this type of Success is very temporary and it eventually becomes a 
burden and regret for a person. A muslim should never believe that 
superiority lies in these things thereby dedicating themself to obtaining 
them while neglecting their duties to Allah, the Exalted, and the creation. 
Nor should they look down at others who do not possess these worldly 
things believing they have no value or significance as this attitude 
contradicts the teachings of Islam. In fact, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 
peace and blessings be upon him, has advised in a Hadith found in 
Sahih Bukhari, number 6071, that the people of Paradise are those who 
are considered insignificant by society and concluded that if they took an 
oath on something Allah, the Exalted, would fulfil it for them. 


True honour, success and greatness in this world and the next only lies 
in piety. So the more one sincerely strives to fulfil the commands of 
Allah, the Exalted, refrain from His prohibitions and faces destiny with 
patience according to the traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, 
peace and blessings be upon him, the greater they are even if they 
appear insignificant to society. Chapter 49 Al Hujurat verse 13: 


“...Indeed, the most noble of you in the sight of Allah is the most 
righteous of you...” 


A muslim should therefore search for true success in this and not waste 
their time and efforts in searching for it in worldly things otherwise they 
may well reach the hereafter a great loser. Chapter 18 Al Kahf, verses 
103-104: 


“Say, "Shall we [believers] inform you of the greatest losers as to [their] 
deeds? [They are] those whose effort is lost in worldly life, while they 
think that they are doing well in work."” 


Striving to Only Fulfill the Rights of Allah (SWT) 


In a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 6579, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, warned that the 
bankrupt muslim is the one who accumulates many righteous deeds, 
such as fasting and prayer, but as they mistreated people their good 
deeds will be given to their victims and if necessary their victim’s sins will 
be given to them on Judgement Day. This will lead to them being hurled 
into Hell. 


It is important to understand that a muslim must fulfil two aspects of faith 
in order to achieve success. The first are the duties in respect to Allah, 
the Exalted, such as the obligatory prayer. The second aspect is in 
respect to people which includes treating them kindly. In fact, the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, has declared in 
a Hadith found in Sunan An Nasai, number 4998, that a person cannot 
be a true believer until they keep they physical and verbal harm away 
from the life and possessions of others. 


It is important to understand that Allah, the Exalted, is infinitely forgiving 
meaning, He will forgive those who sincerely repent to Him. But He will 
not forgive the sins which involve other people until the victim forgives 
first. As people are not so forgiving a muslim should be fearful that those 
who they have wronged will exact revenge on them by taking away their 
precious good deeds on Judgment Day. Even if a muslim fulfils the 
rights of Allah, the Exalted, they may still end up in Hell simply because 
they have wronged others. It is therefore important for muslims to strive 
to fulfil both aspects of their duties in order to obtain success in both 
worlds. 


Utilising the Unlawful 


A great obstacle to the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, is earning and 
using unlawful wealth. This is a major sin and must be avoided at all 
costs. It is clear from the Holy Quran and the Hadiths of the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, that Allah, the 
Exalted, does not accept any righteous deed which has a foundation in 
the unlawful. For example, the one who earns unlawful wealth and then 
uses it to perform the Holy Pilgrimage will find that they have wasted 
their time and apart from sins they have gained nothing. This attitude 
completely contradicts possessing the fear of Allah, the Exalted. He only 
accepts things from those who fear Him. Chapter 5 Al Ma’idah, verse 27: 


“,..Indeed, Allah only accepts from the righteous [who fear Him].” 


A Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 1410, warns that Allah, the 
Exalted, only accepts lawful wealth which is spent to please Him. In fact, 
the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, clearly 
warned in a Hadith found in Sahih Muslim, number 2346, that even the 
supplication of the one who earns and uses unlawful wealth is rejected 
by Allah, the Exalted. 


In reality, a person only needs a little to survive in this world. It is clear 
from the righteous predecessors that it is possible to completely abstain 
from unlawful or doubtful wealth by leading a moderate life which is far 


from extravagance. It is obvious one only leans towards unlawful wealth 
because of their unnecessary desires and wishes. 


Ignorance 


A great distraction which prevents one from submitting to the obedience 
of Allah, the Exalted, is ignorance. It can be argued that it is the origin of 
every sin as the one who truly knows the consequences of sins would 
never commit them. This refers to true beneficial knowledge which is 
knowledge that is acted upon. In reality, all knowledge which is not acted 
on is not beneficial knowledge. The example of the one who behaves in 
this manner is described in the Holy Quran as a donkey which carries 
books of knowledge which do not benefit it. Chapter 62 Al Jumu’ah, 
verse 5: 


“...and then did not take it on (did not act upon knowledge) Is like that of 
a donkey who carries volumes [of books]...” 


A person who acts on their knowledge rarely slips up and commits sins 
intentionally. In fact, when this occurs it is only caused by a moment of 
ignorance where a person forgets to act on their knowledge which 
results in them sinning. 


The Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, once 
highlighted the seriousness of ignorance in a Hadith found in Jami At 
Tirmidhi, number 2322. He declared that everything in the material world 
is cursed except for the remembrance of Allah, the Exalted, whatever is 
connected to this remembrance, the scholar and the student of 
knowledge. This means that all the blessings in the material world will 


become a curse for the one who Is ignorant as they will misuse them 
thereby committing sins. 


In fact, ignorance can be considered a person's worse enemy as it 
prevents them from protecting themself from harm and gaining benefit all 
of which can only be achieved through acting on knowledge. The 
ignorant commits sins without being aware of them. How can one avoid 
a sin if they do not know what is considered a sin? Ignorance causes 
one to neglect their obligatory duties. How can one fulfil their duties if 
they are unaware of what their duties are? 


It is therefore a duty on all muslims to gain enough knowledge to fulfil all 
their obligatory duties and avoid sins. This is confirmed in a Hadith found 
in Sunan lbn Majah, number 224. 


Ignorance - 2 


It is important to understand that the famous statement ignorance is bliss 
is not true especially, in respect to religious affairs and the hereafter. 
Unfortunately, some muslims believe just because they do not know an 
Islamic rule they are exempt from obeying it and Allah, the Exalted, will 
not hold them accountable for it. This is one of the worse types of 
ignorance as Allah, the Exalted, has made it clear that there are no 
excuses and muslims must learn and act on the teachings of Islam. In 
fact, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, 
declared this to be a duty on all muslims in a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn 
Majah, number 224. It is a trap of the Devil to believe ignorance is an 
acceptable excuse and one does not need to gain knowledge about 
Islam. If a government does not accept this excuse how can one expect 
Allah, the Exalted, to? Just like a person who takes on a responsibility is 
expected to know the rules attached to it, such as being a licensed 
driver, the one who accepts Islam as their religion is responsible for 
learning the rules linked to it. Therefore, muslims must avoid ignorance 
as it will not benefit them in this world and it will certainly not aid them in 
the hereafter. 


Ignorance - 3 


It is important for muslims to understand that their worldly knowledge 
irrespective of how much they possess is not enough to gain success in 
their religious life. Even though, gaining useful worldly knowledge is 
praiseworthy according to the teachings of Islam as it is an excellent 
means for one to obtain lawful provision for themself and _ their 
dependents yet, it is not enough to safely guide them through their 
religious life. For example, in most cases, worldly knowledge will not 
teach someone how to safely journey through a difficulty or a test in a 
way which pleases Allah, the Exalted, so that they gain reward in both 
worlds. The obligatory duties and traditions of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, cannot be acted on by a 
muslim who only possesses worldly knowledge. In fact, religious 
knowledge has the power to guide one to success in both worlds 
whereas worldly knowledge will only aid someone in this world. The one 
who possesses religious knowledge will adhere to the obedience of 
Allah, the Exalted, which will result in such blessings and grace that they 
will find success in both worlds. Whereas, worldly knowledge will inspire 
one to deduce their own path in religion instead of acting according to 
the teachings of the rightly guided namely, the righteous predecessors. 
Religion is not to about creating one’s own path it is simply to adhere to 
Islamic teachings. 


Unfortunately, many muslims who possess worldly knowledge do not 
realise this important point which only reduces their chances of 
achieving success in both worlds. Therefore, muslims should strive to 
obtain and act on both religious and useful worldly knowledge if they 
desire success in both worlds. This is why gaining useful knowledge is a 
duty on all muslims according to a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, 
number 224. 


Weakness of Faith 


A great obstacle to the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, is weakness of 
faith. It is a blameworthy characteristic which gives rise to other negative 
characteristics, such as failing to act on one's knowledge, fearing others, 
placing the obedience of people above the obedience to Allah, the 
Exalted, having hope in forgiveness without striving for it and other 
undesired characteristics. The greatest affliction of weakness of faith is 
that it allows one to commit sins, such as neglecting the obligatory 
duties. The root cause of weakness of faith is ignorance of Islam. 


One should strive to gain knowledge in order to strengthen their faith. 
With time they will eventually reach certainty of faith which is so strong 
that it safeguards a person through all tests and trials and ensures they 
fulfil their duties both religious and worldly. This knowledge is obtained 
when one studies the teachings of the Holy Quran and the Hadiths of the 
Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon _ him. 
Specifically, those teachings which discuss the promises of reward for 
those who are obedient and the punishment for those who are 
disobedient to Allah, the Exalted. This creates fear of punishment and 
hope of reward in a muslim’s heart which acts like a pull and push 
mechanism towards the obedience of Allah, the Exalted. 


One can strengthen their faith by reflecting on the creations within the 
Heavens and the Earth. When done correctly this clearly indicates the 
Oneness of Allah, the Exalted, and His infinite power. Chapter 41 
Fussilat, verse 53: 


“We will show them Our signs in the horizons and within themselves until 
it becomes clear to them that it is the truth...” 


For example, if a muslim ponders over the night and day and how 
perfectly in sync they are and the other things linked to them they will 
truly believe that this is not a random thing meaning, there is a force 
which ensures everything runs like clockwork. This is the infinite power 
of Allah, the Exalted. In addition, if one ponders over the perfect timing 
of the night and day they will realise it clearly indicates that there is only 
one God namely, Allah, the Exalted. If there were more than one God 
each god would desire the night and day to occur according to their own 
desires. This would lead to utter chaos as one God might desire the Sun 
to rise whereas the other God might desire the night to continue. The 
perfect uninterrupted system found within the universe proves there is 
only one God namely, Allah, the Exalted. Chapter 21 Al Anbiya, verse 
22: 


“Had there been within them [1.e., the heavens and earth] gods besides 
Allah, they both would have been ruined...” 


Another thing which can strengthen one's faith is to persist in righteous 
deeds and abstain from all sins. As faith is belief supported by actions it 
weakens when sins are committed and strengthens when good deeds 
are performed. For example, the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and 
blessings be upon him, once warned in a Hadith found in Sunan An 
Nasai, number 5662, that a muslim is not a believer when they drink 
alcohol. 


Disregarding Sins 


Sins have been classified as minor and major. Over time many 
definitions have been given regarding what exactly a major sin is. One 
simple classification is that any sin which Islam has commanded the 
Islamic government to punish is classed as a major sin. Another 
classification is that if any sin is mentioned with Hellfire, the anger of 
Allah, the Exalted, or the curse of Allah, the Exalted, then it is a major 
sin. For example, backbiting is a major sin as it is cursed in the Holy 
Quran. Chapter 104 Al Humazah, verse 1: 


“Woe to every backbiter, slanderer.” 


Some muslims believe there are only seven major sins which have been 
mentioned in a Hadith found in Sahih Bukhari, number 2766. But they 
fail to realize that even though these seven are major sins it does not 
mean that they are only seven. In fact, there are other Hadiths which 
mention other major sins such as, disobeying parents. This Hadith is 
found in Sahih Bukhari, number 6273. The seven major sins declared in 
the Hadith quoted earlier are: polytheism, magic, killing an innocent, 
dealing with financial interest, usurping the wealth of orphans, fleeing a 
battlefield and accusing an innocent woman of fornication. 


It is important to note, that when one persists on minor sins they become 
major in the sight of Islam. 


Major sins are only forgiven with sincere repentance whereas minor sins 
can be erased by avoiding the major sins and performing righteous 
deeds. Chapter 4 An Nisa, verse 31: 


“If you avoid the major sins which you are forbidden, We will remove 
from you your lesser sins...” 


Sincere repentance includes regret, seeking the forgiveness of Allah, the 
Exalted, and anyone who has been wronged, making a firm promise not 
to commit the same or similar sin again and making up for any rights 
which have been violated in respect to Allah, the Exalted, and people. 


Muslims should ensure they avoid all types of sins irrespective of size as 
one of the traps of the Devil is that he inspires muslims to disregard 
small sins. One should always remember that mountains are made up of 
small stones. 


Aiming Low 


The Devil tries to convince muslims to always observe those who are 
worse than them in behaviour in order to justify their lack of striving in 
the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, and improving their character and 
behaviour for the better. For example, a muslim who offers their 
obligatory prayers once in a while will obServe someone who does not 
pray at all in order to make themself feel better. A thief will look at a 
murderer and convince themself stealing is not so bad. The examples 
are endless. It is very strange how these muslims so easily observe 
those who appear worse than them in order to justify their lack of effort 
in obeying Allah, the Exalted, but these same people will not observe 
those who are in a worse off position than them when they face 
difficulties. For example, the person who suffers from back pain will not 
observe the one who is physically disabled so that it prevents them from 
complaining. This attitude has specifically been advised by the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, in a Hadith 
found in Jami At Tirmidhi, number 2513. 


In addition, if observing those who appear worse in their behaviour does 
not save one from punishment in a worldly court, such as a thief being 
pardoned by a judge because there are many murderers in the world, 
how can one imagine this excuse will hold up in the court of Allah, the 
Exalted? 


Muslims should therefore avoid this trap of the Devil by observing those 
who appear better than them so that they are inspired to improve their 
character and behaviour progressively for the pleasure of Allah, the 


Exalted. This is what Allah, the Exalted, demands meaning, He does not 
demand perfection. 


Excuses 


Unfortunately, some muslims have adopted a weak characteristic which 
only hinders them from improving for the better. Namely, they compare 
their situation and circumstances to others who are facing easier 
circumstances and use this as an excuse not to increase their obedience 
to Allah, the Exalted, by fulfilling His commands, refraining from His 
prohibitions and by facing destiny with patience according to the 
traditions of the Holy Prophet Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon 
him. For example, a person who works full time excuses their lack of 
striving in the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, by comparing themself to 
someone who works part time and simply claims it is easier for them to 
increase their obedience to Allah, the Exalted, as they have more free 
time. Or a poorer muslim turns away from giving any form of charity by 
observing those who possess more wealth and claims that the wealthy 
person can more easily give charity than them. They fail to understand 
that these excuses may make their souls feel better but it does not aid 
them in this world or in the next. Allah, the Exalted, does not desire 
people to act according to the means of others He only desires people to 
act in His obedience according to their own means. For example, a 
person who works full time can dedicate whatever free time they 
possess in the obedience of Allah, the Exalted, even if that is less than 
someone who works part time. In this respect what the part timer does 
has no effect on the one who works full time so using them as an excuse 
not to strive harder is simply a lame excuse. The poor muslim should 
simply donate according to their means even if that is much less than 
the wealthy person as Allah, the Exalted, will judge them on what they 
do and He will not judge them according to what other muslims do. 


Muslims should give up these useless excuses and simply obey Allah, 
the Exalted, according to their own means. 


Believing Listening is Enough 


Even though, the number of preachers has increased over time and 
accessing information has become easier yet the strength of muslims 
has only weakened. One of the reasons is that many muslims have 
adopted a mentality which has hindered them from learning and acting 
on Islamic knowledge namely, they believe merely listening to Islamic 
knowledge is good enough to succeed. This is a trap of the Devil and 
completely contradicts the attitude of the Companions, may Allah be 
pleased with them, and the righteous predecessors. They not only 
listened to religious knowledge but they fully intended and fulfilled this 
intention by acting on the knowledge they heard. Failing to act in this 
way has caused the faith of muslims to weaken. It is the reason why 
some muslims have spent decades attending religious gatherings and 
talks yet have not changed for the better at all. The danger of this 
attitude is that eventually people will fall lower by believing that they can 
simply declare Islam with their tongues without the need to listen or act 
on religious teachings. Muslims will be left with ignorance as their guide 
which will only lead them to destruction. 


Believing Listening is Enough 


Listening correctly to Islamic knowledge is the only way one can 
correctly adhere to its teachings. It is important to understand the 
difference between hearing and listening. Hearing is simply 
acknowledging a sound with one’s mind even if they fail to make sense 
of the noise. For example, a person may hear someone shouting at 
them from a great distance but they will not be able to understand what 
they are saying. Whereas, listening involves hearing a sound and 
understanding it so that one’s behaviour changes. For example, a 
person giving a specific verbal instruction to another who responds 
appropriately after hearing and understanding the instructions. 


Muslims need to Islamic knowledge and strive to understand it so that it 
affects their behaviour in a positive way. Unfortunately, many Muslims 
have failed to live up to this in respect to the Holy Quran as they are 
good at hearing the recitation of the Holy Quran but fail to correctly listen 
to it which involves understanding and acting on its teachings. 


To conclude, simply hearing the word of Allah, the Exalted, is not good 
enough to obtain success one must strive to instead truly listen to it. 


Believing Blind Imitation is Enough 


A Hadith found in Sunan lbn Majah, number 4049, indicates the 
importance of not blindly imitating others in accepting Islam, such as 
one's family, without gaining and acting on Islamic knowledge so that 
one surpasses blind imitation and obeys Allah, the Exalted, while truly 
recognising his Lordship and their own servanthood. This is in fact the 
purpose of mankind. Chapter 51 Adh Dhariyat, verse 56: 


“And | did not create the jinn and mankind except to worship Me.” 


How can one truly worship someone they do not even recognize? Blind 
imitation is acceptable for children but adults must follow in the footsteps 
of the righteous predecessors by truly understanding the purpose of their 
creation through knowledge. Ignorance is the very reason why the 
muslims who fulfil their obligatory duties still feel disconnected from 
Allah, the Exalted. This recognition aids a muslim to behave as a true 
servant of Allah, the Exalted, throughout the day not just during the five 
daily obligatory prayers. Only through this will muslims fulfil true 
servanthood to Allah, the Exalted. And this is the weapon which 
overcomes all difficulties a muslim faces during their life. If they do not 
possess this they will face difficulties without gaining reward. In fact, it 
will only lead to more difficulties in both worlds. Performing the obligatory 
duties through blind imitation may fulfil the obligation but it will not safely 
guide one through every difficulty in order to reach the proximity of Allah, 
the Exalted, in both worlds. In fact, in most cases blind imitation will lead 
to one eventually abandoning their obligatory duties. This muslim will 
only fulfil their duties in times of difficulty and turn away from them in 
times of ease or vice versa. 


Failing to Repent Correctly 


In a Hadith found in Sunan Ibn Majah, number 4251, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad, peace and blessings be upon him, advised that people 
commit sins but the best person who commits sins is the one who 
sincerely repents. 


As people are not Angels they are bound to commit sins. The thing that 
makes these people special is when they sincerely repent from their 
sins. Sincere repentance includes feeling remorse, seeking the 
forgiveness of Allah, the Exalted, and anyone who has been wronged, 
making a firm promise not to commit the sin or a similar sin again and 
making up for any rights which have been violated in respect to Allah, 
the Exalted, and people. 


It is important to note, minor sins can be erased through righteous deeds 
which has been advised in many Hadiths, such as the one found in 
Sahih Muslim, number 550. It advises that the five daily obligatory 
prayers and two consecutive Friday congregational prayers erase the 
minor sins committed in between them as long as major sins are 
avoided. 


Major sins are only erased through sincere repentance. Therefore, a 
muslim should strive to avoid all sins, minor and major, and if they 
happen to occur to immediately sincerely repent as the time of death is 
unknown. And they should continue obeying Allah, the Exalted, by 


fulfilling His commands, refraining from His prohibitions and by facing 
destiny with patience. 


All praise is due to Allah, Lord of the worlds and may peace and 
blessings be upon His final Messenger, Muhammad, his noble Family 
and Companions. 
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